HANDOUT: The Trinity & the Image of God
1. Title Slide
· Title: The Trinity and the Image of God
· Include a simple image of the Trinity symbol (triangle, Celtic knot, or Rublev’s icon).
· Quote: “God is love.” – 1 John 4:8
2. The Mystery of the Trinity
· What Christians Believe
· One God in three divine Persons: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit
· Co-equal, co-eternal, perfectly united in love.
· Scripture Roots
· Matthew 28:19 (“Baptize them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.”)
· John 14:10–11 (“I am in the Father and the Father is in me.”)
· Analogy of Love
· St. Augustine: “God is love — the Lover, the Beloved, and the Love that unites them.”
3. Augustine’s Reflection on the Trinity
· Who is St. Augustine?
· Early Christian philosopher and theologian (354–430 AD)
· The Psychological Analogy
· The Trinity reflected in the human mind:
· Memory (Father)
· Understanding (Son)
· Will/Love (Holy Spirit)
· All three are distinct, yet one mind.
· Key Idea
· The Trinity is reflected in our capacity to know, remember, and love.
4. Thomas Aquinas’ View
· Who is St. Thomas Aquinas?
· 13th-century theologian; known for Summa Theologiae.
· God as Pure Act of Being and Perfect Love
· The Father eternally generates the Son (the Word).
· The Holy Spirit proceeds from their shared love.
· Analogy of the Mind
· God knows Himself perfectly (the Son = the Word).
· God loves Himself perfectly (the Holy Spirit = Love).
· Our intellect and will reflect this divine image.
5. The Image of God in Us (5 mins)
· Genesis 1:27
· “God created man in His own image… male and female He created them.”
· What It Means
· We reflect God’s image when we:
· Think truthfully (use our mind)
· Choose love (use our will)
· Live in community (reflect relationship)
· Everyday Examples
· Friendship → reflects the communion of the Trinity.
· Family → unity in love, diversity of persons.
· Acts of kindness → reflections of divine love.

6. Reflection
Discussion Prompts:
· How does knowing we’re made in God’s image change how we see ourselves and others?
· Where do you see the Trinity reflected in your relationships or community?
· Which analogy helped you understand the Trinity best?
